
Global competitiveness is about being a little better. Resources move at the touch of 
a button. I want to drive home in my talk that this is not an esoteric discussion for 
policy wonks, but better local gov’t can make tangible improvements in the quality of 
life of Ohioans and in making this state more competitiveness.
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Lag the nation, but worse yet, our peers in the Great Lakes. In income, and in 
manufacturing, and it isn’t trade, timing isn’t right. In this environment, who would 
invest in this business climate when you can invest anywhere in the world. Press 
releases are nice, but businesses look at fundamental.
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What can we do? Let me talk about our interrelationships. We all live near cities and 
are affected by them.
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Notice the tight links to central core and metropolitan areas. 
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We do map after map to show this for Lima or Cincinnati, Zanesville and so on. We 
show urban amenities are in Dayton. We can’t wall ourselves off in a suburb and 
throw away the key. We also show that the interdependencies go both ways. Urban 
depends on rural for a host of environmental and economic resources.
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Instead, in Ohio, we get fighting. Tax poaching, duplicative services, not transparent 
gov’t with nearly 3,800 gov’ts
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Nearly 4,000 local jurisdictions that overlap.
Economists are pretty clear that the biggest way to improve is the foundation. I don’t 
distinguish between Hamilton/Cincinnati in making an investment decision
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